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Message Text 


E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (CARTER, JIMMY) 

SUBJECT: THE PRESIDENT S TRIP: PROPOSED SCHEDULE 
FOR CARACAS 


REF: STATE 42626 CARACAS 1666 


1 . AMBASSADOR AND DCM MET WITH VICE MINISTER 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS, CHIEF OF PROTOCOL AND SECGEN OF 
PRESDIDENCY ON FEB 22 TO REVIEW PROPOSED SCHEDULE. 
REACTION OF THESE SENIOR OFFICIALS WERE AS FOLLOWS: 


A) WREATH LAYING AT TOMB OF BOLIVAR (PANTHEON)B: 
THERE IS A LONG AND HALLOWED VENEZUELAN TRADITION 
THAT VISITING CHIEFS OF STATE SHOULD PAY THIS HOMAGE 
TO "THE LIBERATOR" AS THE FIRST ACT OF AN OFFICIAL 
VISIT. IF THE PRESIDENT OF THE U.S. IGNORES THIS 
TRADITION, IT WILL INEVITABLY BE ATTRIBUTED BY ANTI- 
U.S. ELEMENTS TO AMERICAN INSENSITIVITY. ALSO, LARGE 
GROUPS OF SPECTATORS ARE MORE LIKELY TO ASSEMBLE IN 
THE AFTERNOON THAN AT 8:15 AM AS PROPOSED. 

EMBASSY COMMENT: WE AGREE THAT SCHEDULING WREATH 
LAYING FIRST AVOIDS A POTENTIAL PITFALL. WE WOULD 
LIKEWISE EXPECT MUCH BETTER CROWDS AT PANTHEON IN 
AFTERNOON THAN IN EARLY MORNING. WE THEREFORE 
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PROPOSE RESCHEDULING WREATH LAYING FOR TUESDAY 
AFTERNOON, IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING ARRIVAL CEREMONY. 

B) SPEECH TO CONGRESS: TIME ALLOWED IN 
PROPOSED SCHEDULE IS INSUFFICIENT TO PERMIT INTRO- 
DUCTORY REMARKS BY PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS. EMBASSY 
COMMENT: WE AGREE AND RECOMMEND LENGTHENING TIME 
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AT CONGRESS BY 10 MINUTES. 

C) SPECIAL WORKING SESSION: GOV OFFICIALS 

MAINTAIN THAT TWO ONE-HOUR BILATERALS ARE INSUFFICIENT, 
AND THAT SECOND SESSION SHOULD RUN 90 MINUTES. BY 
ELIMINATING WREATH LAYING ON MARCH 29, SECOND WORKING 
SESSION COULD BEGIN AT BREAKFAST IN LA CASONA AND 
CONTINUE UNTIL PRESIDENT'S DEPARTURE DIRECTLY FROM 
LA CASONA TO MAIQUETIA AIRPORT. OR MEETING WITH PRESS 
(SEE D. BELOW). EMBASSY COMMENT: WE AGREE THAT THIS 
WOULD CONSERVE TRAVEL IME AND PROVIDE VALUABLE 
ADDITIONAL TIME FOR SECOND WORKING SESSION. 

D) INFORMAL MEETING WITH LOCAL PRESS: GOV 
OFFICIALS INSIST THAT AT LEAST A BRIEF, INFORMAL 
MEETING WITH THE LOCAL PRESS WOULD BE HIGHLY IMPORTANT. 
THE TWO PRESIDENTS COULD HAVE SUCH A MEETING IM- 
MEDIATELY FOLLOWING THE SECOND WORKING SESSION ON 
MARCH 29. EMBASSY COMMENT: GIVEN THE STRONG WISH 

OF THE GOV THAT THE PRESIDENT HAVE SOME CONTACT WITH 
THE LOCAL PRESS, WE RECOMMEND THAT THIS PROPOSAL 
BE ACCEPTED. SINCE THE PRESIDENT S SPEECH THE PREVIOUS 
DAY WILL ALREADY HAVE BEEN COVERED BY THE MEDIA ON 
THE MORNING OF MARCH 29, COVERAGE OF THE PRESS MEETING 
WOULD COME LATER AND THUS NOT DETRACT FROM IMPACT OF 
SPEECH. 
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2. THE FOLLOWING REVISED SCHEDULE INCORPORATES THE 
FOREGOING SUGGESTIONS. IT ASSUMES A DEPARTURE FROM 
ANDREWS AFB 30 MINUTES EARLIER THAN PROPOSED IN 
STATE 42626. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 28 

7:30 AM DEPART ANDREWS AFB 

12:45 PM ARRIVE SIMON BOLIVAR INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT (MAIQUETIA) 

1 :25 PM MOTORCADE DEPARTS AIRPORT FOR PANTHEON 
1 :50 PM ARRIVE PANTHEON FOR WREATH LAYING 
2:10 PM MOTORCADE DEPARTS FOR CONGRESS 

2:20 PM ARRIVE AT CONGRESS. PRIVATE TIME FOR PRESIDENT CARTER 

2:40 PM WELCOMING CEREMONIES, INTRODUCTION BY PRESIDENT OF CONGRESS 

3:05 SPEECH TO CONGRESS 

3:25 PM REMARKS CONCLUDED 

3:55 PM MOTORCADE DEPARTS CONGRESS FOR MIRAFLORES PALACE 

3:45 PM MOTORCADE ARRIVES AT MIRAFLORES PALACE. BEGIN BILATERAL 

4:45 BILATERAL ENDS. MOTORCADE DEPARTS FOR LA CASONA 

5: 10 PM ARRIVE AT LA CASONA. PRIVATE TIME FOR PRESIDENT CARTER 

7:10 PM PROCEED TO DINNER 

7:15 GREET GUESTS 

7:30 DINNER BEGINS 
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9:00 DINNER CONCLUDES 
9:05 COFFEE 

9:30 ENTERTAINMENT BEGINS 

10:00 PM ENTERTAINMENT ENDS. PRESIDENT CARTER MEETS WITH ADDITIONAL 
GUESTS 

10:30 PM PRESIDENT CARTER RETIRES FOR NIGHT AND GUESTS DEPART. 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 29 

8:00 AM WORKING BREAKFAST WITH PRESIDENT PEREZ AT LA CASONA 
9:30 AM PRESIDENT CARTER AND PRESIDENT PEREZ MEET PRESS INFORMALLY 
AT LA CASONA 

10:00 AM PRESS MEETING ENDS 
10:05 AM DEPART TO AIRPORT 

10:35 ARRIVE AT AIRPORT. DEPARTURE CEREMONY 
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10:50 AM PRESIDENT CARTER BOARDS AIR FORCE ONE 
10:55 AM AIR FORCE ONE DEPARTS CARACAS 

3. EMBASSY WOULD APPRECIATE CONCURRENCE OR 
COMMENTS REGARDING PROPOSED SCHEDULE AS REVISED. 

VAKY 
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